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ALCOHOL DOES NOT CAUSE VIOLENCE

Prominent nightclub owner, Peter Iwaniuk has suggested that the Government is totally on the wrong track in its attempts to address the social problems associated with alcohol and violence.
“In Australia we have a misperception that alcohol provides a ready and socially acceptable excuse for violence which of course is very wrong. Governments at all levels have actually promoted an irresponsible society and they now need to take urgent action to correct their mistakes” said Mr Iwaniuk.
“First and foremost, alcohol does not cause violence” emphasised Mr Iwaniuk. 

Mr Iwaniuk indicated that there was overwhelming research readily available on the internet from domestic and social violence experts which indicates that, at best, alcohol is sometimes used as an excuse for violence but is clearly not the cause of violence, and it is misleading to promote it as such.
Rather, Mr Iwaniuk added “the cause of violence is a state of mind. An individual chooses to adopt violent beliefs from a range of social or physiological motivators including childhood abuse, ethnic tensions, hormonal imbalance, and social disadvantage. For example, it was reported in the media this week that a lack of services and planning in some Melbourne growth corridors has created the ‘perfect storm’ for violence according to both academics and police.”

Mr Iwaniuk indicated that he will present this evidence in Court and conclusively prove that alcohol does not cause violence, when he gets his chance to further challenge the 2am lockout decision.


Mr Iwaniuk said “Our government leaders have difficulty in establishing proper cause. The Brumby Government also appears to lack the empathy and knowledge to make responsible decisions for the greater good of the community and seems more concerned with quickfix solutions.”

Mr Iwaniuk added if alcohol does not cause violence, then the much misused statement “Alcohol fuelled violence” is also flawed. 

“If the Government is not able to ascertain true cause and effect, it follows that band aid measures such as lockouts will not reduce violence but merely displace it to another location or time. Error builds on error and this will only make the problem of violence in society worse.

 
“By establishing true cause the government can move forward and reduce unacceptable antisocial and violent behaviour” emphasised Mr Iwaniuk.

Mr Iwaniuk made an analogy with road rage to further prove his point. When an incident occurs on the road, it is illogical to blame the car. Driver responsibility is clearly the answer, and the same approach should apply to the minority of people who cause problems in entertainment precincts. 

“Blindly attacking licensed venues is not the answer - personal responsibility is - and the Brumby Government needs to incorporate this message into its entire policy platform spanning education to enforcement” concluded Mr Iwaniuk.
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