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241 King Street Melbourne

03 9642 8100

9th January 2006

Sue McClellan
Director Liquor Licensing 

Department of Justice

GPO Box 4304

MELBOURNE 3001
Dear Ms McClellan

PROPOSED LOCKOUT LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENTS
You may be aware that I am no longer President of the Australian Nightclub and Bar Owners Association but I still like to take an active interest in matters affecting the health and viability of the hospitality industry.

I would therefore like to provide you with my thoughts on the new legislation planned to make it far more simple for Victoria Police to have designated areas subject to ‘lockout’ provisions.

Firstly I am generally opposed to the use of lockouts because they:

· Do not address the true cause of social problems and will not reduce anti social behaviour and violence, but merely cause it to relocate or manifest itself in some other form 
· Tend to scapegoat the hospitality industry for wider social and cultural problems 
· Create winners and losers amongst venues in each locality and stifle fair competition
· Remove pressure on police to provide adequate resources to adequately patrol the streets where most problems arise (and not necessarily involving patrons of nightclubs and bars)
· Reduce options for young people and visitors / tourists to the area

· If access to venues does not satisfy community demand, it will result in an increase in private parties and a return to illegal underground dance parties, with a lack of adequate controls.
· In the case of rural lockouts, may drive young people away from local towns to bigger regional centres or the City, creating further social and economic problems for the local community
Secondly, I am concerned that there may be an ulterior motive to the legislation, namely lockouts in the inner Melbourne metropolitan entertainment precincts, which have been administratively impracticable up to now given the large numbers of venues involved. Even if there is not such a motive, it could easily provide the basis for a  knee jerk reaction by authorities in the future, such as happened in Brisbane following a single incident.
The inner metropolitan area is quite different from rural towns. Importantly, the inner metropolitan area is a genuine 24 hour environment, not only for entertainment but for many service industries. There are many people who finish employment after the most commonly applied lockout time of 3.00 am. These include hospitality workers themselves, convenience store works, factory shift workers, taxi, train and bus drivers, police and security officers, etc.

Under a lockout, all of these people would be denied the right to relax after work in a bar or nightclub. Tourism would likewise be affected. All the great cities of the world now operate on a 24 hour basis and Melbourne’s ‘special events’ appeal would be greatly affected by the confusion and resentment created by lockouts. Imagine no one being able to enter Crown Casino after 3.00 am! 
There is also no valid evidentiary basis for a lock out in the inner metropolitan area. Crime rates are statistically very low given the large volumes of people who frequent these areas at night. Lockouts also will not solve car parking or transport problems.

Lockouts will also place greater pressure on venue security staff in having to constantly knock back frustrated patrons. Many of these patrons may well become violent and take out their frustrations on security staff and innocent bystanders or vandalise private and public property.
Accordingly we would like your assurance that you are not aware of any proposals by Victoria Police for lockouts in the inner metropolitan area and, if they are presented to you in the future, that you will take the broader community interest into account and not support such applications.
I would prefer to see this new piece of legislation rejected in its entirety; however, if it is to proceed, it should specifically exclude the Melbourne Metropolitan area.

I look forward to your positive response.

Yours sincerely
Peter Iwaniuk
Director
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