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MEDIA RELEASE

URGENT NEED FOR REAL TIME, TRANSPARENT CRIME DATA IN ENTERTAINMENT PRECINCTS

Prominent Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk has criticised the Government’s blinkered reliance on outdated and unreliable police crime statistics which has leads to recent ill-informed knee jerk policy decisions on Melbourne’s nightclubs and bars.
Mr Peter Iwaniuk made the comments after launching a comprehensive analysis of the current flaws in data collection, which calls for the urgent adoption of best practice used elsewhere in the world where up to date crime data is made freely available weekly to the public on the internet
.

“We urgently need real time systems which accurately map where crime is occurring, who is committing these crimes and the underlying social and environmental causes. 

“At present, we have a State Government which is unjustly blaming nightclubs and bars for the isolated incidents which occur in Melbourne’s busy entertainment precincts which are not supported by facts or credible research” said Mr Iwaniuk.

According to Mr Iwaniuk, crime statistics which have only recently been made publicly available show that crime associated with licensed premises has declined quite remarkably in real terms, demonstrating that there was no justification for the use of lockouts and other extreme measures.

KPMG’s recent evaluation of Melbourne’s 2am lockout also came to the same conclusion and was very critical of current police and hospital data. (see http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/Home/Community+Safety/Safer+Streets+and+Homes/JUSTICE+-+Evaluation+of+the+Temporary+Late+Night+Entry+Declaration+-+PDF ): 
According to KPMG, police data focuses on incidents, not the cause of incidents and hence cannot provide good casual data. Also, the police data analysed was raw data that did not account population increases or increases in visitors, and the recent increase in police numbers which may have impacted on the number of reported assaults.
KPMG also pointed out there is no differentiation in the data of the type of alcohol related presentations to hospital emergency departments. All data is simply coded as alcohol related and provides no specificity as to whether it was related to street violence, health issues, road accidents, domestic violence, private parties and other causes not related to licensed venues or entertainment precincts.
Mr Iwaniuk has called for the State Government to immediately introduce readily available geographic information systems (GIS) to map crime and make this information available to the public.

“What we need is open, accurate and transparent data to counter the myth that Melbourne is a city of drunks. You only have to look at the handful of persons referred to the new dry out centre since it opened to see this is not true” said Mr Iwaniuk.
“The handful of people police claim are drunks and locking up in police cells overnight are actually anti social individuals who should be dealt with accordingly. Police are using Victoria’s law outlawing public drunkenness as a convenient way to deal with such individuals and avoid the paperwork associated with court action. The use of on the spot infringement notices for public order offences would be a much more effective tool for overworked police” added Mr Iwaniuk.
Mr Iwaniuk’s strong criticism of the Victorian Government comes at time when pubs in Sydney are taking legal action against the NSW Government for its selective introduction of 2am lockouts and other measures based on outdated and unreliable police data.
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For further Information contact:

Peter Iwaniuk   0411 75 11 99

David Butten   0414 251 474

� See for example: Police Department of Vacaville, California website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ci.vacaville.ca.us/departments/police/" �http://www.ci.vacaville.ca.us/departments/police/�  and New York Police Department website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/html/crime_prevention/crime_statistics.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/html/crime_prevention/crime_statistics.shtml�
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