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TABLE TOP REVIEW ANOTHER GOVERNMENT KNEE JERK REACTION 
Prominent nightclub personality and owner of two Melbourne table top dancing venues, the Men’s Gallery and Centrefold Lounge, says he is flabbergasted by claims made against the industry by the Brumby Government.

“The Government’s announcement has come from totally left field and is another knee jerk reaction. They clearly haven’t learnt from the 2am lockout fiasco. It is irresponsible and anti community” said Mr Iwaniuk.

“You think the Government would have undertaken some research and consultation before making a rash of claims that have no basis in fact – it is clearly being badly advised by bureaucrats who are either biased or incompetent in formulating public policy. The community should be very concerned over what is now a clear Government agenda to destroy the late night entertainment industry” stressed Mr Iwaniuk.

In refuting claims made recently by Consumer Affairs Minister Tony Robinson, Mr Iwaniuk emphasised that:

· Table Top dancing operates across the world catering to an adult market. It is widely accepted in the community. A broad section of the community patronise Table Top venues including many females. Pole dancing is even now taught widely in gymnasiums. 
· The dancers who perform in table top venues are trained professional performers who earn a legitimate income
· Table Top dancing is a merely another form of nightclub style entertainment. 

· Table top venues attract a more mature clientele who are far less likely to engage in anti social behaviour. The level of incidents associated with such venues across the board is therefore minimal.

· It is totally inappropriate to link the Christopher Hudson incident with the activity of table top dancing. Chief Commissioner Christine Nixon admitted at the time that it was the Criminal Justice System that had failed the community by failing to adequately deal with Hudson who had a least 60 serious prior convictions. 
· It is also unconscionable for the Government to attempt to gain political mileage from this tragic incident at the expense of the customers and staff who rely on the table top industry for their livelihood and entertainment.
· Table Top Dancing venues already have a range of conditions on their liquor licences specifically regulating this activity. If any venues are breaching these conditions, they should be dealt with independently – the good reputation of the industry should not be tarnished by baseless broad brush statements by the Government.
Mr Iwaniuk pointed out: “It would appear that State Labour Governments are losing touch with the community and this is being reflected in recent election results and internal faction fighting.

“Rather than consult with the community and invest in the necessary infrastructure to cater for vast increases in demand for night time entertainment by the community, the Government is desperately trying to regain favour by attacking what it considers to be easy targets.

“The community will however see through this hypocrisy and send a message to the Brumby Government at the next election that it does not want Melbourne’s unique and vibrant late night entertainment industry destroyed with the consequent loss of many jobs, tourism and opportunities for socialisation” concluded Mr Iwaniuk. 
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