ENTERTAINMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

241 King Street Melbourne

03 9642 8100

10th November 2008
MEDIA RELEASE

PREMIER’S ANNOUNCEMENT A VICTORY FOR COMMON SENSE
Prominent Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk has labelled the Premier’s announcement of more police and time out zones instead of lockouts a victory for common sense and a vindication of the campaign by nightclub owners for a more strategic approach to anti social behaviour.

“The recent presence of more police in Melbourne’s entertainment precincts has improved public safety and the police involved need to be congratulated” said Mr Iwaniuk.

Mr Iwaniuk has now called for the Government to immediately ditch the draconian legislation it has recently introduced in Parliament which gives the power to the Director of Liquor Licensing to introduce lockouts without any effective right of appeal for licensees.

Mr Iwaniuk has also emphasised that providing more police is only the start.  

“Much more needs to be done. The Government must first stop the blame game. It is now evident that nightclubs are not the problem – it is attitudes and behaviour in the streets and wider community that must be targeted” added Mr Iwaniuk.

According to Mr Iwaniuk, the Government must act immediately to:
· Enforce laws banning drinking in the Street and on public transport. People consuming alcohol should only be allowed to do so in a controlled environment (clubs, hotels or entertainment venues etc.)
· Enact a total ban on drinking on Party Buses. Party buses bring intoxicated people into the City and dump them on the door of nightclubs. Party buses also lack toilet facilities which forces people who can’t gain entry to nightclubs to urinate in the street.
· Force bottle shops in entertainment precincts to close at 8pm on Friday and Saturday evenings

· Place the same ‘high risk’ conditions that apply to nightclub licences on the licences of venues such as Telstra dome to come into effect when they hold dance party events, which are , in effect, one off nightclubs with the same patrons and same risks as permanent nightclubs.

· Ensure  a zero tolerance approach to anti social behaviour and any form of violence in public places and on public transport
· Provide 24 hour trains and trams on weekends to enable people to get in and out of the city. Taxis and Nightrider Buses do not suit everyone and cannot cope with demand.
· Improve the Nightrider Bus service as identified at the recent Summit convened by the City of Melbourne
· Upgrade designated Taxi Ranks to incorporate a permanent security presence, public toilets, first-aid stations and ‘chill out’ zones with free coffee and water. 

· Ban Taxis from stopping dangerously on main thoroughfares and selectively trawling for fares.

· Ban external fast food vendors and remove public seating in the immediate vicinity of nightclubs so groups do not gather and loiter around the entrances of venues.

· Improve Street Lighting in designated areas
· Improve the professional standards of crowd controllers such as requiring minimum standards of English and mandatory training in martial arts and self defence
· Introduce teams of ‘City Ambassadors’ as suggested by Lord Mayor candidate, Cr Ng to work to provide assistance to the public and work hand in hand with police foot patrols
· Re-introduce formal lines of communication and cooperation between operational police, security and venues to share intelligence on potential trouble makers
· Introduce Educational programs in schools to teach young people the proper behavioural skills that are acceptable and necessary in our society, supported by an information kit outlining the do’s and don’t’s when venturing out to a nightclub for the first time.
· Restore and support underage alcohol free events on licensed premises and other suitable venues with realistic closing times (ie around midnight)
Mr Iwaniuk pointed out that more background information on these initiatives can be found in the research papers on the Nightclub Owners Website: http://nightclubownersforum.com/adocacypapers.html 

“I will also be writing to the Premier expanding on these extra measures in the near future. Hopefully the Government will return to the spirit of cooperation which was the key to many successful joint initiatives which occurred in the 1990’s such as mandatory responsible service of alcohol training” concluded Mr Iwaniuk.
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