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CLAYTONS LOCKOUT POLICY IN TATTERS

Prominent Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk has labelled the Government’s 2am lockout a ‘Claytons’ Lockout: “the lockout you have when you’re not having a lockout” he said
Mr Iwaniuk has questioned the official line being spruiked that only a quarter of late night venues have been exempted from the lockout.
“The percentage of exempted venues that actually trade to 3AM and beyond is actually much greater. Many of the 450 or so venues supposedly subject to the lockout only trade to 1.30 or 2am and are therefore not affected by the lockout.

These venues, including many traditional hotels are caught up in these statistics simply because the licensing system requires them to take out a 3am extended hours permit, even if they do not wish to trade past 2am.” explained Mr Iwaniuk.

Mr Iwaniuk has called on the Government to come clean on the actual ratio of exempt venues that operate as genuine bars and nightclubs.

Mr Iwaniuk has also welcomed the promise of extra police this weekend but said this begs the question: “if there was a perceived problem prior to the introduction of the lockouts, as the Premier claims, why weren’t the police out in force then?
“To date, the Government has not been able to produce any statistics or research to back its claims and I am still waiting on responses to Freedom of Information Requests I have made to Government seeking this information” pointed out Mr Iwaniuk.

To back up his claim, Mr Iwaniuk points to a media statement made last week by Alex Twomey, a spokesman for Police and Emergency Services Minister Bob Cameron (see Diamond Valley Leader28th May) who said:
"Anecdotally, we have seen a reduction in assaults in the CBD, but we're waiting for the latest crime statistics to verify that." 

According to Mr Iwaniuk, this is both an admission that the Government does not have access to current crime statistics but has been informally told that they are on the way down in any event.
Mr Iwaniuk has also refuted recent claims made by the Premier in the media that the industry had been consulted: “The Government’s Alcohol and Drug Task Force comprised only Government Ministers. Its advisory group comprised only bureaucrats and alcohol agencies. There was not a single industry representative appointed to this group nor was any discussion paper released for public comment by the Task Force. 
“Furthermore, Licensee Accord meetings in each of the designated lockout areas were being reassured by senior police and bureaucrats only several weeks ago that lockouts were not on the agenda” stressed Mr Iwaniuk.

“In fact the Director of Liquor Licensing admitted at the most recent round of Accord meetings that she did not consult because she was not required to” added Mr Iwaniuk

 “Given all the facts, it is obvious the Government was forced into a compromise at VCAT because it knew it would not have been able to provide the required evidence, nor justify the process behind its lockout decision.
 “The only responsible thing for the Government to do now is abandon the lockout entirely and undertake more meaningful research and consultation” concluded Mr Iwaniuk.
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