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MEDIA RELEASE

GOVERNMENT MUST ADDRESS TRUE CAUSES OF VIOLENCE
The Government will not solve the problem of violence in society if it continues to promote the notion that alcohol causes violence. The overwhelming evidence is quite the contrary, ie alcohol does not cause violence, as outlined in great detail in a discussion paper available on the Nightclub Owners Forum website: http://nightclubownersforum.com/adocacypapers.html 

The underlying causes of violence in our culture must be identified and specifically addressed. The Government needs to understand that violence performs many functions in society that are perceived to be ‘useful’ to certain individuals or groups. It can be a means of:  

· dispute resolution
· gaining power / advantage / status
· acquiring material wealth
· revenge/retribution
· survival, defence or maintaining control; and increasingly
· a source of entertainment
While people and groups perceive a benefit in the use of violence, it will continue to be a regular occurrence in all social settings. 
Viable alternatives to the use of violence in social interactions need to be developed and promoted. 

The underlying symptoms which give rise to violence include ignorance, fear, guilt, lack of power, insecurity, jealousy, anger, hatred and certain cultural traits. 
Developing social skills and allowing people to socialize in ‘culturally neutral’ environments are vitally important in addressing the negative symptoms which give rise to violence. The late night entertainment industry actually performs a very important social function in this regard and the Government’s attempts to cripple the industry can only have negative consequences.
The negative symptoms which give rise to violence are also widely promoted to young people in the mass media. An excellent contemporary example is the current teen hit movie “Never Back Down” http://www.neverbackdownthemovie.com/   - a trailer of the movie can be viewed at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JIiXPBm_bE 

This movie features glamorous high school students and promotes violence as the way to achieve peer status and attracting the opposite sex.
It features gratuitous violence with people being regularly kicked in the head. In the movie, the combatants survive repeated blows but as we know in real life, a single blow to the head can kill.
The movie clearly promotes the posting of violent incidents on websites such as ‘youtube’ as a badge of honour.

This movie is but one of a myriad of examples of how young people are being brainwashed that violence is cool and sexy, all with the blessing the Government and its sensors.  The Government is in fact an accessory to violence by not addressing the true causes and attempting to deflect blame onto easy targets such as the late night entertainment industry  
The Government must urgently tackle the culture of violence through schools, public awareness campaigns and stricter control of mass media influences on young people.

It is far healthier for young people to be actively involved in outdoor activities, sport, cultural activities and socially interacting in well supervised entertainment venues, licensed or otherwise, than being constantly subjected to the negative influences of the mass media.
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