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Residents & Government Out To Destroy Hospitality Industry

Prominent Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk has slammed a forum convened on Monday night in St Kilda by local MP, Martin Foley as one sided, deceptive and biased. 

According to Mr Iwaniuk, who attended the forum, a panel comprising only Government & Police representatives, whipped up a frenzy of emotional and anti hospitality industry sentiment.

In what Mr Iwaniuk has labelled “an extraordinary display of self-interest and self-righteousness”, St Kilda residents called for:
· The St Kilda festival (one of Australia’s most successful) to be immediately and permanently shut down because residents don’t like the crowds
· Back Packers (Australia’s #1 source of tourism dollars) to be banned from St Kilda as they are too boisterous

· People who do not reside in St Kilda to be banned from the local precinct at night and ankle bracelets used to identify residents from non residents.

· Venues to be banned from serving alcoholic beverages after 11pm
Mr Iwaniuk indicated that the panel which compromised Liquor Licensing Director Sue Maclellan, John Rogerson from the Australian Drug Foundation, and Acting Inspector Debra Abbott from Victoria Police, used ‘worst case’ scenario statistics such as 12 year olds binge drinking to fuel an anti industry sentiment.

With the residents sensing blood and demanding venues be shut down immediately, it provided Liquor Licensing Director Sue Maclellan, the perfect opportunity to unveil her ‘second tier’ plan of punishing the layer of staff beneath owners and managers in licensed venues.

“Clearly you will soon have a situation where no one will be game to work in licensed premises for fear of retribution, all while police are doing little to tackle the real offenders in the street. 
“Encouraging a lynch mob mentality in residents who wish to turn entertainment precincts into sleepy hollows is hardly about ‘restoring the balance’, the theme of the Governments new Alcohol Action Plan” said Mr Iwaniuk.
The forum is but another step in the Government’s clear strategy of not involving community stakeholders in the policy and decision making processes of Government, according to Mr Iwaniuk.

“Not only was the hospitality not invited to be on the panel, it was not represented on the Government Task Force behind the Alcohol Action Plan nor its advisory group. 
“The ‘Claytons 2am Lockout’ for which the most late night venues have since gained exemptions is a classic example of flawed Government policy announced without warning or consultation” said Mr Iwaniuk.
Late last week, Mr Iwaniuk released a paper outlining the contemporary view of experts indicating that alcohol does not cause violence, rather violence is a product of social and cultural context.

The weight of evidence is clearly against the Liquor Licensing Director claimed Mr Iwaniuk who indicated he will shortly release a further paper discrediting the little genuine research that underpins the anti industry campaign.
As one example, Mr Iwaniuk indicated that the National Law Enforcement Drug Research Fund which conducts research on behalf of all police services in Australia has recently reviewed all available evidence on what works and what doesn’t in terms of problems associated with licensed premises, and has placed lockouts under the heading of “Measures for which the evidence is unclear or insufficient for conclusions to be drawn” (http://www.ndlerf.gov.au/pub/Alcohol%20NDRI%20Mono.pdf)
“Hopefully, rational argument will win in the end, and the Government will be forced to back away from its vendetta before irreparable damage is done to Melbourne’s internationally acclaimed nightlife” concluded Mr Iwaniuk.
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