ENTERTAINMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

241 King Street Melbourne

03 9642 8100

6th November 2008

Dear Member of Parliament

Liquor Control Reform Amendment Bill 2008

I would like to bring to your attention a draconian piece of legislation that the Government is attempting to slip through Parliament.

The Bill effectively seeks to give a single bureaucrat, the Director of Liquor Licensing, the unprecedented power to introduce lockouts without any immediate recourse of independent appeal. 

The Bill in fact gives the Director of Liquor Licensing the sole right to rule on objections to her own decision.
While the industry strongly opposes the use of lockouts, we accept the inherent right of the Government of the day to introduce legislation giving it the power to make such interventions.

The reality is however that this power already exists under the existing Liquor Act!

What we are concerned about is the implications of the deliberate intent of the Government to remove all elements of natural justice and effectively remove all effective rights of independent appeal.

If this Bill is allowed to pass, the Government will feel free to extend such provisions to other legislation where it wants to stifle genuine community objections.

Furthermore, once the power is granted, a bureaucrat can more or less act on whim or, worse still, the effects of political pressure. What is there to stop a future Director of Liquor Licensing imposing say an 11pm curfew or even a 9pm curfew if under pressure from a hostile and conservative media, or politicians responding to this pressure for political gain?

I am attaching for your information an opinion obtained from Paul Ryan, an experienced lawyer in liquor licensing matters and a previous media release I issued on this matter.

I urge to you to vote against this draconian piece of legislation, regardless of your views on lockouts. The underlying implications are much more important.

Regards Peter Iwaniuk  0411 75 11 99  piwaniuk@bigpond.com     http://nightclubownersforum.com/    
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