ENTERTAINMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

241 King Street Melbourne

03 9642 8100

24th November 2008

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
RESPONSE TO AGE ARTICLE ‘CLOSE CITY BARS, CLUBS EARLY’
Dear Editor

Giving constant negative emphasis to Melbourne’s late night entertainment precincts such as yesterday’s front page article in the AGE, is not helpful in promoting Melbourne as a vibrant 24 hour city nor dealing with the small minority of trouble makers.

Since extra police resources were deployed and improvements made to the Night Rider bus service, incidents in Melbourne have been few and far between and, importantly, quickly contained when they do happen.

This is despite approximately 350,000 people visiting Melbourne at night every weekend, and recent staggering increases in population growth and visitor numbers.
As the Chief Commissioner of Police also said in yesterday’s AGE “we have begun to police Friday and Saturday night crowds as we would a major event. Melbourne prides itself on successfully handling such events with minimum disruption. Such events create a positive community atmosphere - and that is what we want to achieve in the city every weekend”
I have been stating for many years that Melbourne’s late night entertainment scene is no different to a major sporting or cultural event and must be policed accordingly. Now that this is finally happening we are starting to see the results.
Knee jerk reactions such as lockouts and early closing are not the solution. Tipping thousands of people onto the street at once would create mayhem for transport services and result in increased frustration and violence. Providing adequate transport services to get people out of the city when they actually want to go home makes much more sense.

It is also important to debunk the myth that assaults in around licensed premises have been increasing in recent years. Even using raw data that does not take in account significant increases in population growth, visitor numbers and the number of licensed venues, rates have been stable or decreasing.

In the four local government areas subject to the 2am lockout trial, public available figures from the Victoria Police LEAP database in the sixteen month period prior to the lockout show that assault rates are remarkably stable apart from Yarra, with declines in both Port Phillip and Yarra. 

	Assaults
	Jan 2007
	April 2008

	Melbourne
	173
	177

	Port Phillip
	89
	65

	Stonnington
	57
	44

	Yarra
	39
	67


At the Statewide level offences at licensed premises have fallen by approximately 16% from 2002/03 (8,166) to 2006/07 (6,835)
 
It is time for the Government and media to stop demonising the late night entertainment industry and work cooperatively to put additional measures in place to make Melbourne an even safer city.

What needs to be done is well documented on the Nightclub Owners Forum website: http://nightclubownersforum.com/adocacypapers.html
The recent increases in police and transport resources are welcome but much more needs to be done: We need urgent action to:

· Enforce laws banning drinking in the Street and on public transport. People consuming alcohol should only be allowed to do so in a controlled environment (clubs, hotels or entertainment venues etc.)

· Enact a total ban on drinking on Party Buses. Party buses bring intoxicated people into the City and dump them on the door of nightclubs. Party buses also lack toilet facilities which forces people who can’t gain entry to nightclubs to urinate in the street
· Force bottle shops in entertainment precincts to close at 8pm on Friday and Saturday evenings to stop young people buying cheap liquor and consuming it in public places
· Place the same ‘high risk’ conditions that apply to nightclub licences on the licences of venues such as Telstra dome to come into effect when they hold dance party events, which are , in effect, one off nightclubs with the same patrons and same risks as permanent nightclubs.

· Ensure  a zero tolerance approach to anti social behaviour and any form of violence in public places and on public transport

· Provide 24 hour trains and trams on weekends to enable people to get in and out of the city. Taxis and Nightrider Buses do not suit everyone and cannot cope with demand.

· Upgrade designated Taxi Ranks to incorporate a permanent security presence, public toilets, first-aid stations and ‘chill out’ zones with free coffee and water. 

· Ban Taxis from stopping dangerously on main thoroughfares and selectively trawling for fares.

· Ban external fast food vendors and remove public seating in the immediate vicinity of nightclubs so groups do not gather and loiter around the entrances of venues.

· Improve Street Lighting in designated areas

· Improve the professional standards of crowd controllers such as requiring minimum standards of English and mandatory training in martial arts and self defence

· Introduce teams of ‘City Ambassadors’ as suggested by Lord Mayor candidate, Cr Ng to work to provide assistance to the public and work hand in hand with police foot patrols

· Re-introduce formal lines of communication and cooperation between operational police, security and venues to share intelligence on potential trouble makers

· Introduce educational programs in schools to teach young people the proper behavioural skills that are acceptable and necessary in our society, supported by an information kit outlining the do’s and don’ts when venturing out to a nightclub for the first time.

· Restore and support underage alcohol free events on licensed premises and other suitable venues with realistic closing times (ie around midnight)

Peter Iwaniuk

Director   0411 75 11 99    piwaniuk@bigpond.com 

Peter may not be available for immediate contact as he is currently on his way home from Los Angeles

For further information contact David Butten 0414 251 474 davidbutten@bigpond.com 
� source: Victoria Police LEAP database as shown in table on page 14 of Regulatory Impact Statement Review of Liquor Licensing Fees 2008 PriceWaterhouseCoopers
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