NIGHTCLUB OWNERS FORUM

241 King Street Melbourne

03 9916 9005

http://www.nightclubownersforum.com/
24th June 2011

Manager

Freedom of Information

Department of Justice

GPO Box 4356

MELBOURNE 3001    

Dear Manager

FOI REQUEST – LIST OF LATE NIGHT LICENSED VENUES IN MELBOURNE

The former Director of Liquor Licensing and the past and current Ministers for Consumer Affairs have stated publicly on numerous occasions that there are 454 licensed venues with extended hours permits that allow these venues to trade past 1am in inner Melbourne or, more specifically, the municipalities of Melbourne, Stonnington, Yarra and Port Phillip.
It is also quite apparent that a list or lists of the names and details of venues exists, extending back at least to 2008 when the former Director of Liquor Licensing proclaimed the 3month, 2am lockout trial applying to these 454 venues in the 4 municipalities named above.

The list or lists would have been necessary for liquor licensing staff, police and other authorities to identify, monitor and correspond with those licensed venues which were subject to the lockout conditions.
Many of the 454 venues in question were subsequently successful in obtaining exemptions to the lockout conditions at VCAT, so it would have been then necessary for enforcement and other purposes, to also prepare:

· A list of the venues which were granted exemptions at VCAT; and

· A list of the remaining venues that were still subject to the lockout conditions

This FOI request is for copies in hard copy or electronic format or both of the:

· Complete List of all 454 venues in question; and

· List of those venues granted exemptions to the Lockout Trial at VCAT in 2008

If there has been more than one version of each list produced, then for administrative expediency we would be satisfied with the list in each case that is the most detailed, accurate and up to date.
Please find enclosed a cheque for the application fee of $23.90

As the details of all liquor licences in Victoria are on the public record and searchable on-line, there are no privacy or other reasons why these copies of these lists should not be provided, particular as the current Minister has stated in correspondence to me dated 8th April 2011 that his Government “intends to be open and transparent in its dealings with licensees, as outlined in the Victorian Liberal Nationals Coalition Plan for Liquor Licensing which was released prior to the 2010 State election”.  
For your information and to help you in your search, a copy of a recent newspaper article is attached where the current Minister refers to the 454 venues in question (highlighted in red).

I look forward to your urgent response. Please contact either myself or David Butten on 0414 251 474 if you require further information.

Yours sincerely

Peter Iwaniuk    

Convenor          Mobile: 0411 75 11 99
Victorian booze ban extended until June 2013 

Herald Sun article From: AAP March 18, 2011

NO NEW late-night liquor licences will be granted for pubs, clubs and bottle shops in inner Melbourne for at least the next two years. 
The coalition government has extended the Labor government's ban on new late-night liquor licences, which would have expired at the end of this year.

The ban will now run until the end of June 2013.

Any new venue which opens before then will not be able to sell alcohol after 1am.

The move has angered the nightclub industry, but health groups want even tougher licensing restrictions.

Consumer Affairs Minister Michael O'Brien said the ban applied to bars, pubs and nightclubs operating after 1am in the areas of Melbourne, Port Phillip, Yarra and Stonnington, except in exceptional circumstances.

He said exceptional circumstances could include temporary licences for special events such as the soccer World Cup.

"Victorians are sick of anti-social behaviour on their streets," Mr O'Brien told reporters on Friday.

"We give no guarantees that, at the end of the current freeze period, the freeze will be lifted."

Nightclub Owners Forum spokesman David Butten said the policy was based on the flawed assumption that venues were responsible for alcohol-fuelled violence.

He said fewer venues operating into the early hours of the morning combined with a growing population meant people were crammed inside existing venues or queuing on the streets.

All-night train and tram services, more police and tougher penalties for people involved in booze-fuelled assaults would be a better way of tackling the problem, Mr Butten said.

"The nightclub industry is a very easy target to blame for problems and it gets the government off the hook when they should be dealing with the more important issues that cost money," he said.

Australian Drug Foundation policy development adviser Ingrid Wilson welcome the extension but said a tougher approach was needed.

"No applications for licensed venues should be approved after 3am," she said.

Currently, there are 454 late-night liquor licences in and around Melbourne.

