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MINISTER ROBINSON SHOWS CONTEMPT FOR ALL LICENSEES
Prominent Melbourne Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk, has said that comments made under Parliamentary privilege by Minister Tony Robinson on 13th April, in which he labelled Mr Iwaniuk a ‘whacko’ showed the contempt for which Minister Robinson holds the entire hospitality industry [ see attached extract from Hansard ] .

“Given the stand that I have taken in fighting and exposing flaws in the constant ‘knee jerk’ policies of Minister Robinson including the now infamous 2am lockout fiasco, any attack on me is an attack on the entire industry” said Mr Iwaniuk.

Minister Robinson also boasted in Parliament about having raised licence fees for Mr Iwaniuk’s venues by 75 times that of the fees now paid by a cafe.
“For a Minister to be bragging about exorbitantly raising taxes for small business shows the level of arrogance that Ministers of the Brumby Government have now reached. Also, what Minister Robinson failed to point out is that he also raised licence fees for many small clubs, live music venues, B & B’s, etc by approximately 400% and there has been widespread criticism of this tax hike on small business right across the State. 

“It should be noted that licensed premises are the only small businesses that pay extra taxes for basic services such as police. This is of course in addition to significant tax payments in the form of GST, liquor purchases, company tax, payroll tax, and PAYE tax via the hundreds of thousands of people employed in the industry.

“It is clearly time for Minister Robinson to go, and for voters to send a strong message to the Brumby Government at the upcoming election that the continued assault on the hospitality industry will no longer be tolerated. It is no wonder that a meeting in Prahran on 7th April attended by Liberal Leader, Ted Baillieu, Shadow Minister, Michael O’Brien & Liberal Candidate, Clem Newton-Brown was overflowing with angry licensees” added Mr Iwaniuk.
Mr Iwaniuk also challenged other cheap shots made against him by Minister Robinson in Parliament on 13th April.

“In regards to drinking water, I supported continuation of the guidelines developed by the current Government in consultation with the industry before Mr Robinson’s appointment. There was clearly no need for yet another layer of regulation on an already overburdened industry.
“There is also no doubt that for a period of several years, the media was actively campaigning against the hospitality industry despite the fact that Victoria Police’s own LEAP database shows that 96% of all assaults occur in other locations such as the family home, parks, railway stations, churches, and shopping centres. Also, the small percentage of assaults that occur in entertainment precincts has been falling ever since the industry pressured police to return to patrolling the streets.
“In this regard, it is also interesting to note that members of the public are almost 6 times a greater risk of becoming a victim of crime by attending a church than they do a strip joint, as the recent article from the Sunday Telegraph points out [ see article dated 11th April 2010 attached ]. Minister Robinson has failed to provide any evidence whatsoever to justify his sudden decision to raised licence fees in strip joints to a minimum $30,000 per annum. This is the subject of an overdue FOI request and an Ombudsman enquiry, and quite likely a subsequent challenge in Court. 
“In regards to police, I have always been on the public record in calling for a much greater police presence in entertainment precincts. What I have objected to is poorly trained police being dragged in from country areas on double time to make up for a lack of police numbers in the city, and poor strategic use of police by having them walk through licensed venues up to 6 times a night. Both these concerns have been acknowledged by senior officers of Victoria Police as issues that need to be urgently addressed.

“Finally, in regards to violence, the Government is finally waking up to the fact that violent behaviour and the use of weapons are culturally driven, and that the greatest risk factors are present when young people turn 12 – 15 years of age.

“Victoria also has one of the highest rates of mental illness in Australia and young people are particularly vulnerable. According to Australian of the Year, Patrick McGorry [ ABC Lateline Interview 11th March 2010) there are 1 million young Australians aged 12 to 25 with a mental disorder in any given year. It's the peak period across a lifespan when mental disorders appear. And 750,000 of them have no access to mental health care currently. 
“To simplistically blame alcohol for violence in society is simply an excuse to justify the Brumby Government’s vendetta against the hospitality industry, avoid taking the harder and more costly measures associated with cultural change, and significantly upgrade access to treatment for mental illness.

“There is no simply no research anywhere in the world that shows a direct causality between alcohol and violence, and I challenge Minister Robinson to produce any, rather than engaging in political opportunism” concluded Mr Iwaniuk.
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