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ANZAC DAY CHAOS PREDICTED
Prominent Melbourne Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk, while supporting the solemn recognition of ANZAC Day, has predicted chaos on the morning of ANZAC Day unless the Government takes immediate action to deal with the displacement of tens of thousands of people at the one time.

“The Brumby Government has recently passed legislation forcing all licensed venues in Melbourne to close at 3am. This will result in thousands of people being tipped into the street at one time – this is an unprecedented event in the history of Melbourne and vastly increases the potential for riotous behaviour, violence and serious injury” said Mr Iwaniuk. 

Mr Iwaniuk added “Clearly the Brumby Government has not thought this matter through - it is another example of knee jerk policy making undertaken without proper consultation and research.

“As well as thousands of patrons being tipped onto the street, there will be many young, vulnerable hospitality workers being rostered off at this time with no way to get home – this will put many people at an unacceptable risk of victimisation. It is also quite likely that people will be forced onto roadways causing disruption to traffic and a creating a huge potential for road accidents and pedestrian trauma.
“Also frustration levels will rise as many people will simply not understand why they are being forcibly evacuated from a venue at what is normally a peak trading time. This will particularly impact on people from non English speaking backgrounds including the approximately 180,000 international students who may not appreciate the significance or meaning of ANZAC Day”.
Mr Iwaniuk has called on the Government to urgently:

· Place major public awareness announcements across all media in all languages, informing the public of the Government’s actions and what additional arrangements will be put in place to get people home safely
· Provide posters in all languages for licensed venues to display in their venues describing the importance of ANZAC Day and making it clear it is the Government which is responsible for their eviction

· Ensure train and tram services run throughout Saturday night and Sunday morning

· Incentives are provided to get more Taxi Drivers to service the City at this time 
· Roster on Taxi Directorate Inspectors to ensure that taxi drivers do not engage in selective fare trawling and profiteering

· Ensure extra Nightrider buses are scheduled particularly around 3.30 am to 4.30 am

· Roster on large numbers of extra police to deal with the huge crowds
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