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The Hon John Brumby

Premier

Victorian Government

2 Treasury Place 


MELBOURNE         3002

Dear Premier


URGENT INTERVENTION IS NEEDED IN THE MANAGEMENT OF LIQUOR LICENSING 

Despite many previous letters, your Government still remains blind to the underlying causes of violence and alcohol related harm. 
Instead it continues to demonise, harass and financially penalise a small 
segment of the hospitality industry that is insignificant when compared to the 24,000 licensed premises and outlets in Victoria which sell the majority of the alcohol without adequate conditions and enforcement.

Politically, it is much easier to do deals with special interest groups that unjustly penalise larger nightclubs and strip clubs when there is no evidence or research to support such measures. It is quite illogical to assume that a handful of large venues (there are less than 20 large nightclubs in Melbourne with a capacity in excess of 800 patrons and only 7 strip clubs) can be causing all the problems associated with binge drinking. The causes must lay elsewhere.
To avoid mistakes based on such false assumptions, decisions should not be taken unless there has first been extensive consultation with the industry and objective research undertaken.


Instead we see favouritism, moral righteousness, religious beliefs, vindictiveness, ignorance and knee jerk responses to media sensationalism as the primary elements of current Government liquor licensing policy decisions. 
Licensed premises collectively are only associated with 4% of assaults which occur in Victoria (which is not to imply that such assaults are necessarily the fault of licensed premises).

Also, we have probably gone at least 2-3 months now without any media reports of serious violence in our popular entertainment precincts despite the huge numbers that go out each weekend, yet almost daily we read of assaults occurring in homes, schools, parks, train stations, shopping centres, etc.
Unfortunately, violence always has been and always will be associated with human behaviour. But it can be better managed by focussing on and addressing the true underlying causes.

Better regulation of the liquor industry is part of the answer but simply pointing the finger at large nightclubs and strip clubs is avoiding focus on the necessary reforms which are needed.
These reforms include:

1. Placing Responsible Service of Alcohol, and other high risk conditions on all licenses in Victoria that provide a bar service after 11pm (the majority of the 24,000 licences in Victoria have no such conditions)
2. Placing patron capacity numbers on all these licences and ensuring these numbers reflect required exits for emergencies
3. Enforcing standard trading hours only on all bottle shops (ie 9pm closing at the latest)

4. Banning all alcohol on party buses

5. Ensuring a constant visible policing presence in the streets of entertainment precincts 

6. More effective enforcement of illegal drinking in public streets

7. Ensuring standard high risk conditions and licence fees commensurate with normal nightclubs apply to all dance party events including the upcoming Sensation dance party at Etihad Stadium

8. Urgently addressing transport issues in entertainment precincts including enforcement of the rogue elements of the taxi industry and providing all night trains and trams on Fridays and Saturdays

9. Urgently reviewing the recent irrational decision on licence fees which amongst other things will further encourage purchase of take away liquor, drinking in the streets and underage and unsupervised drinking and drug use at private house parties

I look forward to your Government adopting a much more strategic, balanced, objective and consultative approach to liquor licensing in the future.

If not, problems associated with violence and alcohol related harm will only get worse.


Yours sincerely

Peter Iwaniuk    
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