ENTERTAINMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICES

241 King Street Melbourne

03 9916 9005
17th November 2009

Manager

Freedom of Information
Department of Justice
GPO Box 4356
MELBOURNE, VIC 3001
Dear Sir

I am the Director of three Melbourne licensed premises which have sexually explicit entertainment conditions endorsed on their liquor licences. These venues are:

· The Mens Gallery

· Centrefold Lounge

· Beach

Last week, each venue received undated letters from Tony Robinson the Minister for Consumer Affairs advising of a massive hike in liquor licensing fees for sexually explicit entertainment venues.
Apart from some media reports, this was the first indication we received of the massive fee hike.
There was no consultation with relevant industry associations or with individual venues prior to the decision.

Nor was there was any specific reference or evidence provided in the RIS published by the Department of Justice (see http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/resources/file/eb73414e15cb444/RIS.pdf  ) to indicate that sexually explicit entertainment venues represented a higher risk than other licensed venues.

A FOI request served on Minister Robinson earlier this year also failed to produce any documents whatsoever backing up previous unsubstantiated allegations against sexually explicit entertainment venues made on several occasions to the media.
In terms of the Government’s response to public submissions made to the RIS there is a reference to two submissions received as follows (see http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/DOJ+Internet/resources/file/eb758f4e6666d29/Summary_of_submissions_to_Regulatory_Impact_Statement.PDF  ):
	Risk factors -

sexually explicit

entertainment 


	Town Hall Hotel

Australian Hotels and Hospitality Association
	Argument is that licensed premises offering sexually explicit

entertainment represent higher risk relative to licensed

premises offering other forms of entertainment.


	Significant concerns have been raised regarding the provision of sexually explicit entertainment in licensed premises. Because of these concerns, the Government has decided to establish a separate fee structure for

licences with sexually explicit entertainment conditions imposed.

These venues will pay a flat fee of $30,000 annually. From 2011, additional fees will apply for licences with sexually explicit entertainment conditions that have one or more paid infringements or successful prosecutions for responsible service of alcohol offences


It would seem quite extraordinary that the Government would make such a significant change to its stated policy position, based on the submissions of one competitor and an industry lobby group without corroborating evidence, independent research or further consultation.
It clearly smacks of a political deal or moral or religious bias.
We are therefore serving an FOI request on:

· The Office of the Minister of Consumer Affairs; and

· The Department of Justice 
For the following documents:

· The submissions made by the Town Hall Hotel and the Australian Hotels and Hospitality Association in response to the Government’s RIS as referred to in the table extract above. These are public documents.
· All documents which provide evidence of the Government’s formal statement of response referred to in the table extract above to the effect that “significant concerns have been raised regarding the provision of sexually explicit entertainment in licensed premises”
· All documents which show the rationale for how the new licence fee sexually explicit entertainment in licensed premises was calculated
· All diary notes, minutes, meeting notes and other documents relating to meetings or discussions held between the Minister and / or Departmental officers with the Australian Hotels and Hospitality Association and other individuals, companies or groups relevant to this matter 

· Any other document which provides details of complaints, statistics, offences, or allegations of impropriety or criminal association provision of sexually explicit entertainment in licensed premises prepared or received since 1st January 2009.

Please find enclosed FOI applications fees of $46.80 for these two applications.

It would be appreciated if this matter could be treated urgently as the information provided may be used in evidence in legal challenges against the fee increase and other attempts to impose conditions on sexually explicit entertainment venues.
Yours sincerely

Peter Iwaniuk

Director             Mobile: 0411 75 11 99
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