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OPEN LETTER TO ALL LICENSEES

NEW LIQUOR LAWS WILL DESTROY HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY

Proposed legislative changes by the Baillieu Government will destroy the entire hospitality industry in Victoria. 
This affects all liquor licences and includes:

· Restaurants

· Hotels and Pokie Venues
· Clubs

· Bars and Nightclubs

The proposed demerit points scheme and new definition of amenity in the Liquor Control Act 1998 (see attachment 1) not only have the potential to shut a licensed premises down for a defined period, it will:

· Reduce the potential value of a business

· Make a business impossible to sell

· Make it more difficult to attract investment finance 

· Increase licence fees

· Result in cancellation proceedings

· Increase the potential for police corruption or misuse of powers

· Increase the potential for licensees to be threatened by standover merchants, and disgruntled and troublesome persons who have an axe to grind
These changes are simply more layers of regulation on an already overburdened industry.

There is no other industry in Australia where police wield such power and financial influence over a legitimate business. As each new harsh regulation is introduced, the potential for corruption and misuse of power increases enormously.
Under the amendment to the definition of amenity, not only will incidents occurring inside a licensed premises be deemed to affect the amenity of the area outside the venue, but it will also include “using profane, indecent or obscene language” and a range of other behaviours inside a venue within the new definition of amenity.

Therefore if police catch someone swearing in a public bar, (which is the norm these days), it can be grounds for issue of a demerit point and further prosecution.
I urge all licensees and industry stakeholders to immediately protest to the Baillieu Government. 

Enough is enough! Our concerns must be addressed.

We must also expose who in the Baillieu Government is driving this agenda against the industry and how it has been allowed to get this far without consultation and due regard for the viability of the most socially and economically important industry in the State, and the many hundreds of thousands whose livelihoods depend upon it.

Regards Peter Iwaniuk   0414 251 474

Convenor
ATTACHMENT 1
Extract - Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation Bill 2011
Well hidden in the new Act to create the new Gambling and Liquor Authority are the following provisions:
After section 3A of the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 insert—

"3AA Evidence constituting detraction from or detriment to amenity of area

For the purposes of this Act, evidence of any of the following factors, which may occur inside, or a place outside a licensed premises that is sufficiently proximate to, that premises, are taken to constitute evidence of detraction from, or detriment to, the amenity of the area in which the licensed premises is situated—

(a) violent behaviour;

(b) drunkenness;

(c) vandalism;

(d) using profane, indecent or obscene language;
(e) using threatening, abusive or insulting language;

(f) behaving in a riotous, indecent, offensive or insulting manner;

(g) disorderly behaviour;

(h) causing nuisance;

(i) noise disturbance to occupiers of other premises;

(j) obstructing a footpath, street or road;

(k) littering.".

