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Dear Cr Doyle and fellow Councillors

QUEEN STREET SAFETY ZONE

I would like to congratulate Council on its proposal to create a safety zone in Queen Street at night on weekends through the combination of street closure, taxi rank, public toilets, police patrols and a permanent security presence.

As we have long advocated, Melbourne at night on weekends needs to be managed in the same way as any other major event, with recognition of the large number of people in the streets and the need to provide them with appropriate safe transport options, security and public amenities.

We have also advocated the use of teams of private security to complement police patrols. The Queen Street initiative will enable Council to pilot the use of private security teams, and work cooperatively with police and the State Government to develop appropriate protocols and determine if additional powers are warranted.
We also believe that ‘safety zones’ should be progressively extended to other parts of the City, such as King Street. Council should make assessments of pedestrian flows in other popular areas, the number of licensed venues and the overall capacity of these venues, existing and potential locations of taxi ranks, other transport hubs, public toilets, etc, and alternative routes for through traffic.

Even though King Street is an arterial route, there is little through traffic late at night on weekends, and this traffic could quite conceivably be diverted down Spencer Street or other alternative route.
In fact, the Queen Street initiative needs to be carefully monitored to ensure that increased traffic flows are not inadvertently diverted into King Street or other busy entertainment precincts in the City.

It is good to see Council being proactive in its strategy to make Melbourne a vibrant 24 hour City, and recognising that the socialisation needs of Melbourne’s diverse community are given due recognition and actively promoted.

We look forward to working cooperatively with Council to achieve this, and other important objectives.
Yours sincerely

Peter Iwaniuk
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