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AUSTRALIAN SEX PARTY

HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY – LICENSED VENUES – VICTORIAN POLICY PLATFORM
The Australian Sex Party (ASP) recognises the vital role played by the Hospitality Industry in Victoria’s social and economic development.

The hospitality industry is, in fact, pivotal to Victoria’s economic livelihood.

According to Tourism Victoria, the combined direct and indirect contribution of tourism alone to Victoria’s economy in 2007-08 was estimated to be $15.8 billion or 5.9% of Gross State Product (GSP) and this is likely to increase by at least 4% per year.
Victoria received 85.8 million domestic and international visitor nights in 2008. 
Visitors spent most of their money on food and drink, around 5 billion dollars.

Over 60% indicted that eating out at restaurants was their favourite activity while 25% indicated their preference was ‘Pubs, Clubs and Discos’. 
When you add these statistics to the socialisation needs of a rapidly growing local population as well, the hospitality industry is clearly Victoria’s most significant industry and must be nurtured and supported to ensure its sustainability.
The ASP also supports the rights of adults to socialise and enjoy themselves at licensed outlets of their choice and times of their choosing. 
At the same time, we believe it is important to emphasis personal responsibility and put the onus back on the small minority who engage in anti social behaviour, violence and other criminal activity in Victoria’s entertainment precincts. More effective policing is required and stronger penalties should apply for serious criminal behaviour.
We oppose artificial restrictions on the marketplace. 
Unfortunately the Brumby Government is unwilling to provide adequate resources and infrastructure to meet the socialisation needs of our young people, and instead has sought to artificially restrict fair competition and place unduly onerous and unfair imposts on small business. 
The Brumby Government has also engaged in knee jerk policy reactions such as the failed 2am lockout fiasco and blatant revenue rip-offs through exorbitant licence fee hikes.

Instead of demonising segments of the hospitality industry as the Brumby Government has done to avoid scrutiny of its own policy failings, the ASP will actively support responsible small business operators.

The marketplace should be able to satisfy the huge growth in public demand and we will provide incentives to small businesses to diversify and grow.

REFORM

The ASP’s licensed policy framework will encompass a significant program of reform in the following key areas:
· Licence Fees

The ASP will abolish the Brumby Government’s unjust liquor licence fee regime and restore all licence fees to 2009 levels. It is not appropriate for the hospitality industry to be required to subsidise essential public services such as police and public transport, while other industries receive these services as a basic right.

The hospitality industry already contributes significantly more in taxes and economic growth to the Government than most other industries and is a huge employer of labour including, importantly, many of our younger people.

What the Brumby Government did not disclose when it introduced its exorbitant fee hike in 2010, is that it receives over $300 million annually from the Commonwealth Government in revenue from a tax on wholesale liquor, the costs of which are then passed onto retailers and the consumers. The Brumby Government is in effect ‘double dipping’ in its greedy grab for revenue, and sending many small businesses to the wall at the same time.

· Policing & Security

The ASP will ensure that there are adequate police on foot patrol in all popular entertainment precincts in Melbourne and the larger regional centres. 
Furthermore, we will ensure that they are trained in interpersonal skills to be able to positively interact with young people and people from diverse ethnic backgrounds.
The vast majority of people who behave responsibly should be able to engage with police in a friendly and helpful manner, and not be subject to prejudice, intimidation and harassment as often occurs now.

‘Zero tolerance’ should only apply to those who are clearly engaging in anti social or criminal behaviour.
We support strong penalties for persons apprehended for criminal behaviour and particularly assault, affray and weapons offences, and will immediately review the current sentencing regime to ensure that penalties for assault, affray and weapons offences reflect community expectations and send a strong message of deterrence.
We will also ensure that uniform police spend more time on the street, public transport and busy areas where people congregate, rather than spending endless hours wandering aimlessly through licensed venues where a strong security presence already exists.

· Public Transport

We will immediately ensure train and tram services in Melbourne run all night on Fridays and Saturdays.

The Brumby Government has been irresponsible and neglectful in its duty of care by failing to provide train and tram services to get vulnerable people home safely in the early hours of the morning.

We will also ensure that the illegal practice by rogue taxi drivers of trawling for only selected fares is strictly enforced and provide safe and secure taxi ranks in Melbourne and large regional centres with manned security, CCTV, first aid facilities, public toilets and drinking water.

· Underage Events

The Brumby Government has effectively made it impossible for licensed venues to run alcohol free events for underage people.

This has encouraged young people to socialise in often unsupervised private house parties with no controls on alcohol consumption and illicit drug use and with the considerable risk of violence by uninvited gate crashers.

We will provide incentives to licensed premises to conduct well supervised alcohol and drug free underage events with active support from police and other authorities. In this way, underage people can socialise safely and enjoy quality contemporary entertainment and learn to become more responsible adults.

· Gaming

We respect the right of adults to choose to gamble responsibly.

However, we also recognise that irresponsible gambling and gaming practices causes enormous social harm and has a strong correlation to crimes such as embezzlement, theft, money laundering, burglary, and assault and robbery of ‘soft targets’.

We support a strongly regulatory framework including a limit on the amount that can be wagered in one bet on poker machines, and a much greater public awareness campaign on the negative social consequences of gambling, and the coping strategies and support that is available to problem gamblers.  

· Public Awareness, Research and Education

Good policy is informed by sound, evidence based research.

Unfortunately the Brumby Government has neglected to undertake any contemporary research on the social and economic benefits of the hospitality industry and the social and cultural factors that impact on the industry and the needs of the people who patronise it.
The Brumby Government has also been caught with its pants down in response to the huge growth in Melbourne’s population and visitor numbers, resulting in a lack of investment in resources and infrastructure, and kneejerk policy reactions.
We will put in place a dedicated social and economic ‘think tank’ to collaborate with all relevant stakeholders including industry representatives, the academic sector, and Tourism Victoria to commission research into such topics as:

· The socialisation needs of young people and how these can best be met by the hospitality industry
· The importance and dynamics of the night time economy and how we can best adapt to the concept of 24 hour vibrant cities

· Changes in population and visitor demographics and how the Government and hospitality industry can best adapt to such trends

· The resources and infrastructure needed to support the hospitality industry and, importantly, the welfare and safety of the public in large cities and regional centres, day and night

· A better understanding of the business environment in which the hospitality industry must operate, including the impact of high overheads from regulation and other sources such as exorbitant copyright fees.
From such research both the Government and the public will be better informed and appropriate economic and social strategies, and public information campaigns can be developed in close cooperation with the hospitality industry.

We will also distribute an information leaflet to all secondary school students in Year 12 informing them of their rights and obligations when entering a nightclub, bar or gaming venue for the first time, the consequences of abuse of alcohol or drugs, anti social behaviour and problem gambling, and accepting social responsibility.

With your support, the Australian Sex Party can make a difference and make our community a better place to live, work, play and do business.
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