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 MALVERN EAST  3145
Dear Michael
Liquor Control Reform Amendment (Party Buses) Bill 2009

Thank you for seeking the input of the Nightclub Owners Forum (NOF) into the proposed liquor licensing amendment bill above.

The NOF has consistently maintained that no alcohol should be allowed to be brought onto or consumed on party buses.

Party Buses bring people to attend typically around 4 or more nightclubs per night. Nightclubs are the only environment where adequate controls exist to monitor drinking and behaviour, and alcohol consumption should be restricted to these environments.

The Bill in fact legitimises what is already a very undesirable situation. People on party buses bring packaged liquor onto buses because it is relatively cheap and so can avoid having to pay much more expensive nightclub drink prices. 

By increasing dramatically liquor licence fees for late night venues, the Government will in fact force an increase in this price differential.

Because bus patrons ‘preload’ they create a nightmare for nightclub security. If they attempt to refuse entry to already intoxicated bus patrons they risk creating a riot as the intoxicated persons are separated from their fellow passengers.

Even if the situation is contained, the intoxicated person is then forced to roam the street, potentially posing a threat to the public, and is forced to find alternate transport home which is likely to prove very difficult.

In this regard, it is an exercise in double standards for the proposed amendments to allow intoxicated persons to remain on a party bus until the end of a journey when nightclubs must eject them immediately.

Also the term ‘journey’ has not been adequately defined – is it the first stop when the bus reaches the City or is it at the end of the journey when the tour has finished. Either way,  interpretation is problematic – if it is at the first stop, then the person must be dumped in the City and left to fend for their own devices.
If it is at the last stop, you will potentially have intoxicated persons on the bus for up to 5 or 6 hours.

Other problems with the proposed amendment are:

· It will be difficult to enforce – police cannot systematically check mobile buses in the same way they can include a ‘static’ nightclub in their rounds. Realistically police will only ever check party buses if they randomly come across them or after the event, if a serious incident has already occurred.
· There are no requirements for party buses to have:
· Security

· CCTV

· Toilets

· There are no provisions relating to disposal of rubbish. Party bus operators now contribute significantly to the City litter problem by emptying drink containers into public rubbish bins. Apart from being unsightly, glass bottles also become potential weapons.

The only outcome which will have a positive impact on public safety is to ban alcohol entirely in party buses and we urge the Opposition parties to ensure the amendment Bill in its current form is defeated in Parliament and a new Bill introduced to ban alcohol entirely.

If for some reason the Bill does proceed to allow party bus operators to obtain licences or BYO permits, amendments should at least be sought to ensure that party buses are required to:

· have the same RSA, security and CCTV standards as nightclubs

· be fitted with public toilet facilities 

· only dispose of litter in approved bins located at their own depots. A ban should be place on drinks in glass containers being on or consumed on board
The definition of ‘journey’ should mean the next designated stop and the bus operator should be required to call a taxi for the intoxicated person(s) and remain with the intoxicated person(s) until the taxi arrives. 
The passenger would be responsible for payment of the taxi fare and this should be a condition that passengers are made aware of when the booking is made and at the outset of travel.
Thanks once again for seeking our input. It would be good if the Government did the same thing before introducing yet another piece of flawed legislation.

Yours sincerely

Peter Iwaniuk     mobile: 0411 75 11 99
Convenor                                   
cc  NOF Industry and Stakeholder Network
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