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LOCKOUT POLICY IN TATTERS

Prominent Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk claims the Government’s lockout strategy is in disarray.

“The Government has been forced into a compromise at VCAT because it knew the 2am lockout had been poorly thought out and implemented. Now we have the farcical situation where we could have two venues side by side, one subject to a lockout and the other not.

“This will create mass confusion amongst the hundreds of thousands of people who venture out into Melbourne’s entertainment precincts each week and result in even more frustrated people in the street” said Mr Iwaniuk

Mr Iwaniuk further stressed “there was no logic to the Government’s compromise other than the fact that it only applies to venues which took action at VCAT. There was no consideration given to whether the venues were big or small, located in popular areas or secluded laneways, well managed or not, or any other rational criteria.

“Many responsible venues will potentially suffer just because they were given minimal written notice of the lock-out decision, did not have the resources to mount a legal challenge or were fearful of retribution by authorities if they took legal action.

“The only fair thing for the Government to do know is abandon the lockout entirely or give other venues more time to lodge appeals at VCAT, with the confidence that they can represent themselves and not have to engage in expensive legal counsel.”

Mr Iwaniuk added “people should now see the lockout for what it is, a band-aid measure that will cost the Government nothing. The public needs to ask the Government why it can’t it invest in urgently needed measures such as more police on the street, 24 hour train services, and safe, clean public toilets.

“Clearly the Government regards people who go out at night as second class citizens.

“As is the case with many other current issues, the Government is in a state of paralysis. It is not willing to consult and is adopting ‘quick fix’ measures on the run to avoid having to invest in proper infrastructure” concluded Mr Iwaniuk.
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