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JUDGE’S COMMENTS UNHELPFUL SAY NIGHTCLUB OWNERS 
Prominent Melbourne Nightclub Owner, Peter Iwaniuk, has described comments made this week by Judge Felicity Hampel as ill informed and unhelpful.

Judge Hampel said when sentencing a violent offender to a 3 year custodial sentence that “there is a level of lack of responsibility of clubs and licensed premises that needs to be looked at...something needs to be done” (source: page 13 Herald Sun June 30, 2010)
Mr Iwaniuk said “Judge Hampel should be made aware that Melbourne’s late night entertainment industry is already extremely heavily regulated with venues experiencing uniformed police walk throughs up to 6 times a night, regular covert surveillance by undercover police, special police task forces such as Operation Razon and newly appointed Liquor Licence Compliance Officers.  All venue operations are also captured on state of the art video systems and can be reviewed by authorities after incidents occur.

“Her comments are unhelpful because they falsely perpetuate the myth that late night venues experience high levels of violence. 
“Let’s look at the facts:

· Last year, only 1.9% of crimes committed in Victoria were associated with late night venues (source Sunday Herald Sun 30th May 2010 article: Home Not a Safe Haven).

· In 2006/07, the Victoria Police LEAP database then indicated that only 4% of assaults were associated with licensed premises – daytime and night time (in other words 96% of assaults occurred elsewhere).
· Since police have returned to the beat, crime rates in Melbourne have fallen by a further 18% according to recent police media releases.
· And finally, as an interesting aside, the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research recently indicated that in 2008 people were nearly 6 times at risk of becoming a victim of crime in a church than in a strip club (see Sunday Telegraph article April 11, 2010 “Aussies safer in a strip club than a church figures show”)
“In Melbourne of course, it is ludicrous to expect over 400,000 people who visit the city on weekends to all behave perfectly, with no criminal or anti social element” added Mr Iwaniuk. 
“Unfortunately, a lenient police and Courts system in the past has allowed violent offenders to operate with impunity throughout society and the late night entertainment industry has not been properly supported by Government and the judicial system.

“Instead, it continues to be unjustly demonised as evidenced by the Judge’s recent comments.

“What the statistics clearly establish is that violence is inherent in all our social institutions and most notably the home. We cannot obviously ever expect to totally eliminate violence but through better understanding of ‘cause and effect’ we can reduce the level and impact of violence, and provide greater deterrence through a tougher stance on hard core offenders by our police and Courts.

“It is time our Judges were better educated on the facts, how the industry is working cooperatively with police and authorities to tackle complex social problems and how the public has been let down by the State Government’s failure to provide adequate night time infrastructure in the form of police, public transport, public toilets, etc.

“Judges also need better education on illicit drugs in society. The use of drugs is widespread across society and no institution, including schools, are immune from their impact.
“It is naive of Judge Hampel to state that “she did not how the proprietors of clubs could be unaware of the easy availability of drugs on their premises”.
According to Mr Iwaniuk: “Judge Hampel should heed the words of a former colleague, retired Supreme Court Judge Kenneth Crispin who recently stated that: "Drug usage has exploded during the period of the war on drugs," 

"All around the world, the most vigorously enforced drug laws tend to have the highest rates of usage."

Street prices of drugs had also fallen during the crackdown on drugs, with cocaine costing a sixth of what it did compared with the start of the drug war (source: AAP May 27, 2010  http://www.news.com.au/breaking-news/judge-calls-for-drugs-to-be-legalised/story-e6frfku0-1225872259076#ixzz0sOsrCFNf ).

“Nightclub owners are very limited in how they can detect and control the supply and use of illicit drugs. Unlike police, we have no powers of search, and drugs can be readily consumed before entering a venue” stressed Mr Iwaniuk.
“People in authority should very wary about making blanket assertions based on the supposed actions of one venue. Judges in particular are expected to examine all available evidence before making condemnatory statements.

“If a police officer is found guilty of corruption, it certainly does not imply that the whole police force is corrupt.

“If the venue in question has failed to observe the law, then no doubt the police will have taken appropriate action by now.

“The truth of the matter is that the vast majority of Melbourne’s late night venue operators are very responsible and that Melbourne is a very safe place to venture out at night on busy weekends. The Judicial system should be placing far more emphasis on making the offender responsible for their actions and reinforcing the message of deterrence” concluded Mr Iwaniuk.
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